Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SECTO 21004 140145Z 

71 

ACTION PRS-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 SS-15 NSC-05 CCO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 

DLOS-06 SAL-01 IO-13 /044W 

— - — - 123735 

0 1401 10Z AUG 76 

FM USDEL SECRETARY IN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECTO 21004 

FOR S/PRS; NSC FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT AND NESSEN 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUB J : SECRETARY'S TOAST AT LUNCHEON IN HONOR OF LOS 
CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP. AUGUST 13 

FOLLOWING TEXT OF SECRETARY'S TOAST AT LUNCHEON IN 
HONOR OF LOS CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP WAS RELEASED HERE 
LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST 13. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

I HAVE LEARNED A GREAT DEAL IN MY BRIEF VISIT HERE TODAY. 

1 HAVE HAD A SENSE OF THE RANGE OF THE ISSUES THAT 
ARE BEFORE US AND I APPRECIATE THE FRANKNESS WITH 
WHICH THE HEADS OF THE COMMITTEES AND ACTING PRESIDENT 
HAVE SPOKEN TO ME, AND ALSO THE MEMBERS OF 

THE VARIOUS DELEGATIONS THAT I HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONSULT THIS MORNING AND SHALL CONSULT WITH THIS 
AFTERNOON. THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT YOU ARE ALL 
ENGAGED IN ONE OF THE HISTORIC CONFERENCES OF MANY 
DECADES. IT IS NOT OFTEN THAT DIPLOMATS CAN ACCEPT SOME- 
THING WHICH THEY KNOW WILL LAST FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. 

IT IS NOT OFTEN THAT MAN HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH 
A LEGAL REGIME FOR VAST AREAS OF THE WORLD. IT IS NOT 
OFTEN THAT GREAT RICHES HAVE BEEN APPORTIONED ON THE BASIS 
OF NEGOTIATIONS AND AT LEAST AN ATTEMPT OF A JUST 
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SETTLEMENT RATHER THAN ON THE BASIS OF POWER. FROM ALL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


OF THESE POINTS OF VIEW YOU ARE ENGAGED IN A HISTORIC 
ENTERPRISE AND IT PROVES THAT HISTORY CAN BE MADE IN AN 
UNDRAMATIC, COMPLICATED, SERIOUS WAY. THERE IS OFTEN 
DISCUSSION IN THIS COUNTRY ON WHY THINGS ARE MOVING 
SO RELATIVELY SLOWLY. BUT IF ONE LOOKS AT THE VASTNESS 
OF THE CHALLENGES OF THE TIME WHEN TERRITORIAL SEAS WERE 
THREE MILES, WHEN THE CONCEPT OF THE ECONOMIC ZONE WAS NOT 
EVEN THOUGHT OF, WHEN THE EXPLORATION OF THE DEEP SEA 
BEDS WAS A DREAM FOR SCIENCE FICTION, WHEN ONE CONSIDERS 
ALL OF THESE PROBLEMS THAT HAD TO BE ADDRESSED, AND 
HAD TO BE ADDRESSED BY 150 NATIONS, THEN ONE MUST 
CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE. 

IN OUR DISCUSSIONS AT LUNCH, THE DISCUSSIONS THIS MORNING, 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ISSUES THAT REMAIN TO BE SOLVED CAN 
PROBABLY BE ENUMERATED ON THE FINGERS OF TWO HANDS, 

THAT VAST AREAS OF GENERAL AGREEMENT HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
REACHED. DISAGREEMENTS THAT REMAIN VERY OFTEN CONCERN 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PRINCIPLES THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. THE CONCEPT OF A COMMON HERITAGE OF 
MANKIND, THE CONCEPT THAT HUMANITY HAS A RESPONSIBILITY 
TO THE WORLD COMMUNITY IN THE DEEP SEA BEDS, IS, I 
THINK, A HISTORIC BREAK-THROUGH OF ENORMOUS PROPORTION. 
COMPARED TO THIS, HOW YOU FINANCE THE INTERNATIONAL 
PORTION OF THIS EXPLORATION IS A TECHNICALLY, ENOR- 
MOUSLY DIFFICULT PROBLEM, BUT I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT WE WILL 
FIND A WAY OF SOLVING IT. IF WE DON'T FIND IT, THE DIS 
TINGUISHED CHAIRMAN OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE WILL WRITE 
A DOCUMENT WHICH HE REPRESENTS AS THE CONSENSUS OF ALL 
OF US, AND WHICH WILL NO DOUBT EVENTUALLY FIND THE COMMON 
ASSENT. SO I THINK, AGAIN, WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE ISSUES 
IN COMMITTEE TWO OF WHAT THE CHARACTERISTICS ARE OF THE 
200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE, THERE ARE IMPORTANT TECHNICAL 
PROBLEMS THAT REMAIN. BUT WHEN WE START DISCUSSING IN 
CONCRETE DETAIL WHAT ESSENTIAL INTERESTS OF EACH COUNTRY 
ARE AND WE GET AWAY FROM PHILOSOPHICAL AND CONFRON- 
TATIONAL SKEWS, AGAIN, I AM CONFIDENT WE WILL FIND A 
SOLUTION AND THE SAME IS TRUE IN MANY THINGS. WE HAVE NOT, 

IN FACT, HAD A GREAT DEAL OF DISCUSSION ABOUT THE SETTLE- 
MENT OF DISPUTES, SIMPLY BECAUSE, IT SEEMS TO ME, IF 
WE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE SUBSTANTIVE PART OF IT, 
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NONE OF US CAN AFFORD TO LET THIS CONFERENCE FAIL OVER 
HOW WE ARE GOING TO SETTLE DISPUTES ON SUCH A MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENT. I MUST THEREFORE SAY I AM BASICALLY 
OPTIMISTIC. THE UNITED STATES WILL STUDY THE DIFFERENCES 
THAT REMAIN WITH THE ATTITUDE OF WHERE WE CAN TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT CONCERNS OF THE OTHER NATIONS. OBVIOUSLY. 

WE HAVE CONCERNS WHICH WE CANNOT GIVE UP AND THERE 
ARE LIMITS BEYOND WHICH WE CANNOT GO. THIS IS TRUE OF 
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ALMOST ALL OF THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONFERENCE. 
HAVING COME THIS FAR, HOWEVER, IT IS MY CONVICTION THAT 
WE CAN SETTLE THE DIFFERENCES. THE UNITED STATES WILL 
MAKE A MAJOR EFFORT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH YOU. WE HOPE 
THE ATTITUDE WILL BE ONE, NOT OF CONFRONTATION BUT OF 
A RECOGNITION OF THIS GREAT HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY. IF 
WE SUCCEED, AS I AM PERSUADED WE WILL, THEN FUTURE GENER- 
ATIONS CAN LOOK BACK ON THIS PERIOD AND SAY THAT MANKIND 
PUT THREE QUARTERS OF THE EARTH'S SURFACE UNDER A 
REGIMEN THAT REFLECTED JUSTICE AND EQUITY AND HUMAN 
CONCERNS IN A PEACEFUL MANNER AND HAS BANISHED FROM 
THAT PART OF THE WORLD THE CONTEST FOR POWER 
AND THE RIVALRY THAT HAS BEEN THE BANE OF MANKIND 
ON LAND, AND THERE WOULD NOT BE THE LEAST IRONY 
OF HISTORY IN HAVING SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH PEACE FOR SO 
LONG ON LAND THAT IT SHOULD BE A CONFERENCE OF THE LAW 
OF THE SEA WHICH GIVES THE IMPETUS FOR UNIVERSAL PEACE. 

SO I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE SUCCESS 
OF THE CONFERENCE AND PAY TRIBUTE TO ALL OF YOU WHO 
ARE WORKING SO CLOSELY TOGETHER. 

END TEXT. 

KISSINGER 
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